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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 35-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's admitted prior art in view of Thorp (446901) and Oliver (2031384). Applicant 
admits that the use of a hollow metal handle made of aluminum or titanium is well known in 
the art (paragraph 3 of specification) however it fails to disclose the use of inner shafts to 
strengthen the handle. Thorp discloses the use of end bushings to strengthen hollow metal 
tubes at the ends of the handles is old in the art (fig 1 , 1 :22-46,1 :1 00-2:05) however Thorp 
does not clearly disclose the use of a hollow metal tube to reinforce the handle. Oliver 
discloses the use of a hollow metal tube to reinforce the handle (fig 2, 1 :47-50). At the time 
the invention was made, it would have been an obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to have utilized the reinforcement means shown in Oliver and Thorp with the lacrosse 
handle in order to increase the satisfaction of the player by increasing the structural 
strength of the handle to prevent damage to the handle caused by normal impact from 
playing the game and to lighten the weight of the device by using hollow reinforcements. 
The insert would naturally absorb the vibrations during use. 

As to claims 36 and 37: Applicant admits that the use of a hollow metal handle 
made of aluminum or titanium is well known in the art (paragraph 3 of specification) . 
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As to claim 38 : Thorp discloses using a uniform wall thickness (fig 5). 

As to claim 39 : Because the Applicant has not disclosed that using fiberglass as 
an insert, provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated 
problem. Therefore, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to utilize any 
one of several equivalent materials to reinforce the handle based on cost and design 
considerations to improve the satisfaction of the user. 

As to claims 40 and 45: See claim 35 rejection. 

As to claims 41 and 46: See claim 36 rejection. 

As to claims 42 and 47: See claim 37 rejection. 

As to claim 43: See claim 38 rejection. 

As to claims 44 and 48: See claim 39 rejection. 

Claims 49-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the cited art above, and further in view of Brine et al (6752730). Brine discloses the use 
of a lacrosse head (fig 1 ). At the time the invention was made, it would have been an 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the handle with the lacrosse head 
in order to provide the player with a stronger shaft to prevent bending and increase the 
satisfaction of the user. The insert would naturally absorb the vibrations during use. 

Also, 

Claims 35-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Applicant's admitted prior art in view of Oliver (2031384) and Harmala et al (5320386). 
Applicant admits that the use of a hollow metal handle made of aluminum or titanium is well 
known in the art (paragraph 3 of specification) however it fails to disclose the use of inner 
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shafts to strengthen the handle. Oliver discloses the use of hollow metal tubes in handles is 
old in the art (fig 2, 1 :47-50). Harmala et a! discloses using reinforcing inserts to strengthen 
the handle (4:31-52). At the time the invention was made, it would have been an obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art to have utilized the reinforcement means shown in 
Oliver and Harmala et al with the lacrosse handle in order to increase the structural 
strength of the handle to prevent damage to the handle caused by normal impact from 
playing the game. Because the Applicant has not disclosed that forming the handle in a 
polygon shape or having two inserts, provides an advantage, is used for a particular 
purpose, or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would 
have expected Applicant's invention to perform equally well with either the handle taught by 
Harmala or the claimed polygon handle with two inserts because both handles perform the 
same function of providing means to hold and use the lacrosse head. Therefore, it would 
have been an obvious matter of design choice to utilize any one of several equivalent 
handle cross sections based on cost and design considerations. The insert would naturally 
absorb the vibrations during use. 

As to claims 36 and 37: Applicant admits that the use of a hollow metal handle 
made of aluminum or titanium is well known in the art (paragraph 3 of specification) . 

As to claim 38 : Harmala discloses using a uniform wall thickness (fig 2). 

As to claim 39 : Harmala discloses using a variety of materials (4:37-41). 
Because the Applicant has not disclosed that using fiberglass as an insert, provides an 
advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. Therefore, it 
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would have been an obvious matter of design choice to utilize any one of several 
equivalent handle cross sections based on cost and design considerations. 

As to claims 40 and 45: See claim 35 rejection. 

As to claims 41 and 46: See claim 36 rejection. 

As to claims 42 and 47: See claim 37 rejection. 

As to claim 43: See claim 38 rejection. 

As to claims 44 and 48: See claim 39 rejection. 

Claims 49-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the cited art above, and further in view of Brine et al (6752730). Brine discloses the use 
of a lacrosse head (fig 1 ). At the time the invention was made, it would have been an 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the handle with the lacrosse head 
in order to provide the player with a stronger shaft to prevent bending and increase the 
satisfaction of the user. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 35-51 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. 

The applicant argues that the cited art (Thorp) is non-analogous. One of ordinary 
skill in the handle art would be well aware of the art of Thorp. The instant invention 
consists of inserting two bushings as noted in the Thorp art into the ends of a hollow 
shaft. This is old in the art. 
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The applicant argues that the cited art (Oliver) is not one homogeneous handle. 
One of ordinary skill in the handle art would be well aware of homogeneous or sectional 
handles and would incorporate the bushings into each end to strengthen the shaft. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mike Chambers whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4407. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Kim can be reached on 571-272-4463. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

5320386*2031384*3702702 Michael Chambers 

Examiner 
Art Unit 3711 

June 23, 2008 
/Gene Kim/SPE371 1 



